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DATE October 11, 1982

TO .
D1rectors.§ Staff

: QN
FROM Jo%fﬂﬁgigcchi

SUBJECT : e . .
- #’Eﬂs&“ﬁ “Environmental Laws and Regulations

P -

Recently City Light received a notice from the Environmental Protection
Agency for violations of federal regulations on storage of
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's). These violations have now been
corrected. Also, during the compilation of an inventory of
environmental regulations applicable to City Light, it became apparent
that we have been in violation of some regulations and unaware of
others such as those pertaining to open burning and dumps.

I want to make it clear that it is our policy to conduct our affairs in
strict compliance with both the spirit and the letter of environmental
regulations. Violations of environmental laws can expose the utility
to potentially serious civil liability and, in some cases, to criminal
sanctions on individuals as well. We certainly do not need the
associated bad publicity that invariably follows. As a public utility
with a constituency very sensitive to public health and natural
resource issues, our practices should exemplify sensitivity in
environmental protection.

The Environmental Affairs Division will continue to provide assistance
and interpretation on compliance matters. In addition, I am asking
them to conduct periodic compliance audits in an effort to prevent
violations of environmental regulations. I have also concurred with
Rathy Fletcher's suggestion that an in-house seminar on various
pollution and land use regulations would be useful. This seminar will
be scheduled far enough in advance that both senior managers and field
employees can arrange their schedules to attend.

You should have already received a copy of a document prepared by the
Environmental Affairs Division entitled "Inventory of Environmental

Laws and Regulations Applicable to Seattle City Light." Please ensure
that affected personnel are made aware of these regulations. Some
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revisions to our Emergency Procedures Manuel may be necessary to be
consistent with the regulations. Environmental Affairs is reviewing
the Manual to identify any needed changes. Environmental Affairs will
also be responsible for periodic updates of the Inventory.

I expect all City Light employees at all levels to pay careful
attention to environmental compliance matters. This is not only a
legal obligation for us but a responsibility inherent upon us as
public servants,

PM:rps cc: Macdonald
Cowan
Millam
Tenney
Dyckman
EAD (3)
File
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FOR USF ONLY WITHIN SEATTLE CITY LIGHT
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City fight Memorandum

f:for signing the memo on environmental compliance. We feel

that yOur endorsement of our efforts is a critical step in bringing 62‘
the utility into full compliance with environmental laws and .
regulations.

§° " "Your note asked for a few details an.ghe'ta"if “splthby that we
». 77" propose. Although our own ig are scill in the conce-tual stage,
‘l,{ we see one day broken down IRtS tHFOE RITATHEUNCECWGY. olicy
o and roles, pollution regulations, and land use regulation. We have
the expertise to handle most of the components, with the possible
exception of some of the newer and more complex regulations. In
these cases, we will invite the appropriate regulatory agency to
participate. Our audience would ge”m;d_;o—u--er level management .
road w'' to bring

Ideally, we would{follow" Fhe seminar with & Trusd &
»ghe message to the operations and field people. This way we can
more specifically address the problems faced by, for example, the
gardeners of Skagit or thedge ple handling salvage. As for timing,
we were thinking ®f “Jafiigty Our preference would be
to conduct the seminar im downtown: &, but outside of the
City Light Building.

= A3

5§t "would be :de 2£.9ou could ‘persos 1y kick TE
th a -supportive std ™ "We will Check w1th “Donna when we "
have a better fix on the date.

I hope this answers your questions. Please give me any thoughts you /

O"Ly“ have on making the seminar more effective. /

Thank you.

6ﬂ>~ Puimiy ¥ |“)U ‘}‘/0 ' cc: Macdonalg//
’);7) ( ‘IJ ; Flggghég
rays ki _ p‘,

Terne

EAD AT
Fi 37%

:\r
&[

525-L (16-76)
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ENV IRONMENTAL COMPL IANCE

Regulated SCL Potent ial
Median Activity Environmental Concern Applicable Laws/Requiations Penaltles
Alr Centraiia Coal Plant Acid raln, SO2, particulate Federal/State Clean Air Acts $10,000/day
L,U.S.P. Particulate, opacity PSAPCA regulations $250/day
*Open burning Particulate, toxics State/local regs. $250/day
Auto emissions Carbon monoxide Federal Clean Air Act $10,000/day
tampering
Fuel storage Yolatile organilc compounds Federal/state/local $250/day
regutations
Dust suppression Particulate PSAPCA regutations $250/day
Water 011 storage Qil spills Fedaral regulations, State $5,000~20,000/day
Ol Spill Act
Construct lon Sedimentation, fish Federal Clean Water Act/Regs. $50-10, 000/day
State Act, regs.
Shorel ines Management
Hydraullics Act
Fish Protection leglsliation
Sewage treatment Blochemical, oxygen demand, Federal Clean Water Act, $5,000~10,000/day
pH, sludge disposal State laws and regulations
Orinking water Disease~causing organlisims Safe Drinking Water Act, Administrative and
State/local regulations clvil action only
Storm drainage Toxics, saftety hazards, Metro resolution, City of $50-10,000/violation
"tradltional" pollutants Seattie Ordinance
Federal Clean Water Act
State laws/reguiations
Land Cons truction Fish, government services, National Environmental Policy "Stop Work"
activities etc, Act
State Environmental Policy Act
Shorel ines Management
Corps of Englineers Regs,
Fisheries laws
Solid waste disposal Ground and surface water Resource Recovary Conservation $5,000/day

Toxlc waste dlsposal
(PCB's, dumps,
pesticldes, solvents,

¥

efc,)

erbjc
nrig
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contamination, toxics, etc,

Birth defects, cancer,
mutations, etc,

;3?&‘%3' misuse, worker

Act
State laws/regulations

Toxlc Substances Control Act
RCRA

Superfund

Safe Drinking Water Act
State Regulations

E#ﬁ’iﬁ laws /regs

$1,000~25,000/day,
also criminal

$10,000/day
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